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Rose-Hulman is Rose-Hulman.  It is still the same in a lot of ways.” 
These were the words of Chief 
Executive Offi cer Bob Bright 
last Friday night to a reunion 
gathering of Rose-Hulman’s 
class of 1955.  Twenty-six of 
the forty members of this class 
returned to their alma mater 
to reunite with old classmates 
and enjoy the homecoming 
festivities.
In his speech at the fi fty 
year reunion, Bright fi rst read 
a list of statistics and facts 
about Rose-Hulman in 1955 
and compared them to the 
present-day 
school.  In-












then, but the 
administrative staff was much 
smaller – there were only 15 
on the administrative staff, 
including ROTC.  ROTC was 
also mandatory for freshmen 
and sophomores in 1955, and 
many students stayed in the 
program all four years.
Bright noted that although 
many things have changed, 
“The core values still exist. 
The work ethic is still here, 
without a doubt.”
Towards the conclusion 
of his address, Bright hand-
ed out #1 hats with the in-
structions, “wear them with 
pride.”
After his speech, Bright 
fi elded questions from the 
alumni.  To a few questions 
about Jack Midgley’s term as 
president, Bright responded, 
“There’s only one way to go, 
and that’s to keep going… 
Rose is way bigger than one or 
two individuals.”
Sam Hart, a class of ’55 Me-
chanical Engi-
neering major 
and a former 
member of the 
Board of Trust-
ees, recognized 




I just want to 
thank you for 
stepping in and 
fi lling the spot.” 
This comment 
was followed by applause.
“I wish you had the op-
portunity, it’s really fun,” re-
sponded Bright.
Class of ’55 Mechanical En-
gineering major Jim Sherman 
led the organization of the re-
union.  He has been the class 
agent for the class of ’55 for 
over fi fteen years.  Reunions 
had been organized every fi ve 
years, but this reunion had 
one of the larger turnouts.
“The best part of it is getting 
to see your old classmates that 
you haven’t seen in years,” 
said Sherman.  He also remi-
nisced about old Rose-Hul-
man traditions: “Freshman 
year, we had to wear beanies, 
we’d get thrown in the lake, 
and we had to walk all the 
away around the courtyard 
– we weren’t allowed to walk 
through it on the path.”  He 
also recalled the annual tug 
of war between the freshmen 
and sophomores that took 
place across the lake.  “They 
[the sophomores] had poured 
soapy water on our side of 
the lake the night before.  The 
sophomores also had a trac-
tor.” 
Sherman, who currently re-
sides in Kokomo, Indiana, is 
retired from Chrysler.
Class of ‘55 Mechani-
cal Engineering major Jerry 
McGloan also helped orga-
nize the reunion.  He lives in 
Terre Haute and worked for 
the army and GE.  “It was re-
ally great to see the old class-
mates,” he said.
Sherman and McGloan 
were also thankful for the 
help they got from the alum-
ni offi ce in organizing the re-
union.
Fists and foils fl y at the Fighting Arts Fest
News
Alumni return and 
reminisce.
Page 3
Fencing Club members Cameron Husk and Joseph M. clash swords in the 
annual Fighting Arts Fest last Sunday.
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn
Gregory Weir
Humor Editor
Last Sunday, the silence of Speed Lawn was 
broken by the clatter of clashing swords and 
the smack of nunchaku.  Approximately 25 
Rose-Hulman students and visitors partici-
pated in the Fighting Arts Fest, sponsored by 
the Fencing Club and the Martial Arts Club. 
The martial artists put on a demonstration of 
their skills, and Fencing Club held a begin-
ners’ tournament for new members.
The people involved in the fencing tour-
nament ranged in age from 9th-grader Jo-
seph May, son of John May, 1981 graduate in 
the fi eld of Mechanical Engineering, to Ben 
Frederiksen, 2005 graduate in Computer Sci-
ence.  Frederiksen, a member of the Fencing 
Club for four years, helped to judge the tour-
nament.  When asked about the freshmen, 
Frederiksen joked, “Well, they’re pretty ugly, 
but other than that, they’re all right.”
The Martial Arts Club came to the event 
fully armed.  “We’ve got some nunchaku, 
some wooden swords, some arnis sticks,” ex-
plained Jon Boyce, junior Computer Science 
major and club president and instructor, 
adding, “We’ve got some bo staves in the box 
there.”  The club practices a school of martial 
arts called South Central Tae Kwon Do, a style 
with lots of punches, kicks, and blocks.  At the 
event, they did a demonstration of “empty 
hand,” or unarmed, forms.  “Basically, we’re 
just trying to get a free workout and try and 
get some people to join our club,” Boyce said.
Leslie Cottingham, sophomore Mechanical 
Engineering major and Fencing Club presi-
dent, described the event as “an opportunity 
for the community to see our club and the 
Martial Arts Club out on campus… and a re-
ally good chance for our freshmen to get out 
and practice their skills for the fi rst time with-
out having the fear of being beaten down by 
really experienced players.”  The tournament 
used foils, one of the three kinds of fencing 
weapons, and was a “dry bout,” as opposed to 
one using electronic scoring equipment.  The 
winner of the tournament was Rick Halvor-
son, freshman Mechanical Engineering ma-
jor.
Zach Blankenbaker, sophomore Software 
Engineering major and vice president of the 
Fencing Club, welcomed newcomers to par-
ticipate.  “Everyone should come out and try 
it at least once… I mean, you can’t go wrong 
with trying everything once, right?”
The core values 
still exist.  The 





Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology
Over 150 faculty members
12:1 student to faculty ratio
Had a homecoming bonfi re with an 
outhouse on the top.
Terre Haute House slated for de-
molition
Played Trinity University in the 
homecoming football game
Tuition: $27500 per year
Room and board: $7500 per year
Books: $1200 per year
1904 total students, 470 freshmen









9:1 student to faculty ratio
Had a homecoming bonfi re with an 
outhouse on the top
Homecoming Dance held at the 
Terre Haute House (Mayfl ower 
room)
Beat Illinois College 14-0 in the 
homecoming football game
Tuition: $500 per year
Room and board: $400 per year
Books: $120 per year
338 total students, 135 freshmen
3 foreign students (all from
Hawaii)
4 degree programs: Chemical, 
Mechanical, Electrical, and Civil 
engineering
St. Patrick’s Day beard-growing 
contest
Freshman lakings and mandatory 
beanies
Rose-Hulman: then and now
“












The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Offi ce (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors.  The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose Thorn
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.





“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays







































2 Bedroom House for 2-3 persons. Very clean and new 
paint. Fridge/Range/AC/Washer Dryer Hookup. Con-
vient to campus. In a good neighborhood. Off-street 
parking. No Pets. 24 hr. maintenance. 9-12 Month lease. 
478-9286.
For Rent
Custom Printed Tees, Hoodies, Baseball & More. Call 
232-6947 for Prices. Swag’s Screenprinting 2950 S. 7th. 
Always lower than internet prices. Free Artwork/Fast 
Service.
Swag’s Screenprinting
Gorgeous, Spacious, Beautiful are only a few words to 
describe this lovely three bedroom apartment located 
at 904 S 6th St. Features also include sunny kitchen, off 
street parking, laundry facilities, two full baths, and lots 
of closets. $335 per person (based on three people) in-
cludes heat, water, and sewer. Call Sharp Flats, LLC at 
877-1146 to see this gem.
Sharp Flats
1 and 2 bedrooms. No Pets. Starting at 400/month to 
550/month + deposit and lease. 234-4884.
Gibson Apts
Now renting studios and 1-5 bedroom apartments and 
houses. Our apartments are clean and well-maintained. 
We specialize in affordable housing for responsible stu-
dents. Call Frazer Apartments 232-4486. Our tenants are 
our best reference.
Frazer Apts
1 Br. $325 Aup $250 dep. 2 Br house $475 + utilities $325 
dep. Please call Melissa. 238-2127 ext. 10.
Sycamore Realty
Math tutor needed for the senior high school student. 
Help needed in calculus, algebra, and SAT preparation. 
Call 877-2540.
Tutor Needed
Join the Learning Center and Celebrate
October 3-7
Some availability now.  Effi ciencies, one bedrooms, and 
studios.  Walking distance to Rose-Hulman.  Enjoy the 
convenience to campus, reasonable prices, and nice 
community.  Flexible terms.  Some furnished units avail-




Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn
Submit your work to 
thorn@rose-hulman.edu to be 
considered for Photo of the Week!
Photo of the Week
Benjamin Mann
Staff Writer
Alumni come and alumni go. 
They speak of how some things 
have changed and how some 
things never will.  But one thing 
that will never end is the close, 
friendly atmosphere of Rose that 
still invites them back.  Some 
friends have little contact, but 
some fi nd Homecoming to be a 
fantastic once-a-year get-togeth-
er to do the very things that they 
have always done – recalling the 
stories of events that happened to 
them during their wonderful lives 
here at Rose.  One small group of 
recent alumni gather once a year 
to do just that, and they may very 
well be doing this for a long time 
to come.  I had the opportunity to 
sit in on this year’s annual gather-
ing at Coffee Grounds on October 
1, 2005.
John Pederson, a computer sci-
ence major from the class of 2001, 
recalled a humorous tale about 
his comical run-in with a group 
or fraternity guys.  “We were in 
Blumberg on the lakeside, and 
there was an obviously intoxicated 
individual across the lake yelling 
and screaming,” he begins.  “The 
strangest thing was that he was 
only wearing pants, and it was a 
very cold night in the later weeks 
of winter quarter.”  Eventually, an-
swering calls started coming from 
another drunken yeller on the 
triplet side of the lake.  Finally, out 
of frustration at 4 a.m, John took 
it upon himself to stick his head 
out of the window and angrily 
told them to be quiet.  They did 
leave, but they must have taken 
offense to this outburst, because 
very soon after, there was a knock 
on John’s window.  “It was second 
fl oor, so the window opened up 
to the ground fl oor, and we often 
used the window as a door.”  He 
left his room to see several doz-
en – now fully clothed – heavily 
drunken fraternity members from 
ISU, “…and there was one guy 
who was sober; he was obviously 
a pledge, because he was not 
drunk.”  The ISU brothers were 
eventually calmed down enough 
to explain to John that they were 
on the Rose campus at four in the 
morning to pick up chicks.
Robyn Harvey Pruss, a mechan-
ical engineering and applied op-
tics double major from the class of 
2001, recalled being a cast mem-
ber of theatrical productions back 
when the plays were held in the 
theater in Moench, in the same 
area used for rifl e club practice! 
“There are so many good stories 
that can be told about the cast 
parties,” she nostalgically recol-
lects, but there was one that stood 
out in her head.  Dr. Sam Hulbert, 
former president of Rose-Hulman, 
was a member of the cast for a play 
and was invited to the cast party. 
He arrived nearly fi rst, but due to 
a drastic miscommunication, he 
showed up still in costume.  His 
costume was a Roman toga.  He 
and his wife stayed for some of 
the refreshments and left, and as 
usual, “We spent the fi rst half of 
the party telling stories of old cast 
parties and the second half mak-
ing new stories that would be told 
for years and years to come.”
David Imler, a computer science 
major from the class of 2001, fol-
lowed with a story about when he 
worked at WCC (Waters Comput-
ing Center), which has since been 
renamed IAIT.  He was working the 
help desk with his supervisor, a 
more experienced student, sitting 
nearby when two people came 
in.  “It was a guy and a girl.  They 
were both smiling and the girl 
was giggling.”  The guy informed 
David that there was a liquid in-
trusion problem in his laptop but 
when asked what the liquid was, 
he would not say.  “‘All I can say 
is that it is sticky,’” David recalled 
the student saying, adding that it 
was said in a very suggestive way. 
The pair went off to get some in-
surance forms, and as soon as 
they were out of sight, David’s su-
pervisor turned to him, bellowing 
in a voice obviously audible to the 
unlucky pair, “‘I hope semen is 
covered under warranty.’”  Soon 
afterwards, the aggravated guy 
returned alone, slammed his lap-
top onto the counter and stated 
angrily, “‘It was beer!’”
“There are lots of funny sto-
ries, but all joking aside, there 
are many important things that 
I have gotten out of Rose,” says 
Karen Fuhrmann, a mechanical 
engineering major from the class 
of 2002.  She remembers a time 
when she wished to get a new job, 
so at a homecoming gathering, 
she asked her fellow mechani-
cal engineer, Robyn, if she would 
take a resume to her company. 
“Karen is my friend, and another 
Rose student, so I felt more than 
happy to help her,” Robyn pipes 
in, and now Karen works at the 
company.  The bond of sharing 
the Rose experience breaks the 
conventional four year barrier 
and can extend indefi nitely.
The group agreed whole-heart-
edly, including Dan Helms, a com-
puter engineering major from the 
class of 2002, Herb Mann and Dan 
Moore, both computer science 
majors from the class of 2000. 
“Rose has given me more than 
an education,” says Herb, and he 
is not talking about just his stu-
dent loan bills.  Whether your ca-
reer takes you across the state, to 
other cities like Louisville or Chi-
cago, or even just down the street 
still in Terre Haute, the experi-
ences gained at Rose are unable 
to be given a magnitude or price, 
all the alumni admit.  Sometimes 
the real world can be harsh, but 
if you can survive Rose, then you 
can survive anything!
NEWS 3Friday, October 7, 2005
Recent alumni drink 
coffee, spill wisdom
                                      
                                      






The Homecoming Bonfi re lit 
up the sky after Friday night’s 
pep rally.
Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn
Rose-Hulman News
Danna Sheridan of Grandville, 
Mich., was crowned Rose-Hul-
man Institute of Technology’s 
homecoming queen by Board 
Chairman/Institute Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer Robert Bright dur-
ing last Friday’s pep rally.  She 
reigned over more than 25 events 
scheduled on Saturday and was 
introduced at halftime of the 
football game.
Sheridan, a junior biomedical 
engineering major, was nominat-
ed by members of Blumberg resi-
dence hall, where she is a resident 
assistant.  Her escort was Woli 
Urbe, a junior computer engineer-
ing major from Austin, Texas.
Sheridan is a member of the 
Student Alumni Association and 
Diversity Council, has earned 
dean’s list academic honors, and 
has performed in drama club 
productions.  After graduation, 
Sheridan would like to develop 
prosthesis or study materials en-
gineering in graduate school.  
Other fi nalists were seniors 
Amber Brannan, Ashley Conwell, 
Alicia Gehlhausen, Katrina Gin-
gerich, Chrissy Guidi, Rachel Lo-
gan, and Kristy Owen; and juniors 
Meghan Gollhofer and Catherine 
Walker.
Sheridan crowned queen
Sheridan was crowned at last 
Friday’s pep rally.
Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn
Rose-Hulman Alumni in their natural habitat.  From left to right: 
Moore, Pruss, Helms, Imler, Pederson, and Mann.
Ben Mann / Rose Thorn
 Comedy offers a second wind








Directed by Rob Hardy
Rated PG
Two for the Money
Starring Al Pacino




Directed by Rob McKittrick
Rated R
Wallace & Gromit: The Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit
Featuring the voice 
of Peter Sallis




The Warriors - Directors Cut
The Fly - Special Edition
Out on CD
Broken Social Scene - self titled
Franz Ferdinand - You Could 
Have it So Much Better
The Fall - Fall Heads Roll






I can’t count how many times 
I’ve asked what interesting, en-
tertaining things are happening 
on campus and people have told 
me, “Nothing, there never is.”  Let 
me tell you, that doesn’t make my 
job as the Editor-in-Chief of this 
newspaper any easier.
“Nothing” didn’t happen this 
past weekend, though.  Second 
City, the comedy troupe whose il-
lustrious alum-
ni include Bill 
Murray, Martin 
Short, and Alan 
Alda, came 
to Rose’s own 
Hatfi eld Hall 
and put on an 
amazing show 
I’ll remember 
for years to 
come.
The show was 





lium song (sang 
with the assis-
tance of helium from balloons) to 
the simple humor of two old war 
veterans discussing what’s gone 
wrong with America.  
There were very few skits I 
didn’t helplessly giggle at.  I very 
much needed the comedic re-
lief in the midst of the mid-term 
grind, and the grins of other stu-
dents when Second City is men-
tioned suggest I wasn’t the only 
one.  SAB and the Alumni Affairs 
Offi ce chose an excellent time to 
put on this show.
Although I laughed a ridicu-
lous amount during the show, 
two skits in particular stuck with 
me and made me think. The fi rst 
was a scene where a mother was 
hassled and insulted and ordered 
around by all of the members of 
her family while she tried to serve 
them dinner.  The people at the 
table made comments like, “Uh-
oh, Mom tried something new 
with the green 
beans.  I hope 
they’re edible.” 
The mother just 
went along her 
business while 
carrying on a 
m o n o l o g u e 
with the audi-
ence, remark-
ing that years of 
putting up with 
these people 
had eaten away 
her soul.
It was (hope-
fully) one of 
those skits that 
leads you to 
think about 
how you treat your own mother. 
Do you know your mother, or do 
you take her presence for grant-
ed?  
The only humor in that skit 
was from the mother’s acerbic 
comments to the audience, but I 
very much appreciated the mes-
sage being interjected in what 
could have been merely frivolous 
comedy.  Not that I have anything 
against frivolous comedy, but I 
respect the troupe’s attempt to 
place a message here or there in 
the show.
The second skit that particu-
larly caught my attention was 
one in which one of the comedi-
ans acted as a sergeant attempt-
ing to recruit gay people to the 
military.  His premise was that the 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy cur-
rently in place had been changed 
to a policy of “Please stay.  Please 
stay,” or something to that effect. 
The sergeant stood on the stage 
alone and solicited opinions from 
the audience as to what could be 
used to make the military a more 
attractive place for gays.  Sugges-
tions ranged from whips to porn 
to Richard Simmons’ workout 
videos.
If there was humor in that skit, 
I missed it.  Must have been over 
my head.
In all, though, the show was 
excellent, as evidenced from the 
audience’s response, and also the 
fact that it was sold out.  I don’t 
think it was just Homecoming 
weekend that packed the house.  
My suggestion: don’t be so 
quick to hit the delete button on 
the all.campus emails relating 
to a show on campus, because if 
you did it a couple of weeks ago, 
you probably missed an excellent 
show.
I very much 
needed the 
comedic relief in 
the midst of the 
mid-term grind, 
and the grins of 
other students 
when Second 
City is mentioned 
suggest I wasn’t 
the only one.
The Second City has been a long source for Saturday Night Live
http://www.wfu.edu/wfunews/2001/gfx
Serenity is completely awesome
Benjamin Mann
Staff Writer
So I am sure you are all won-
dering how I am going to handle 
the review of the long-awaited 
science fi ction hit from Joss 
Whedon, Serenity.  Will I explain 
how totally awesome the char-
acters are?  Will I go into detail 
about how super kick-ass the ac-
tion scenes are?  Or will I go on 
and on about how totally hot and 
amazing all the actors are?  And 
I am not just talking about the 
chicks (I can’t lie; Nathan Fillion 
is a total stud).
For the duration of this article, 
I will be making many references 
to “Firefl y,” the recently discon-
tinued television series on which 
this movie was based. It is about 
the crew of the Firefl y-class ship 
named Serenity who make their 
money by smuggling goods 
across borders.  If you have not 
seen the series and plan to watch 
the movie, then I shall warn you 
that it may be an entirely differ-
ent experience.  I myself own the 
entire series on DVD and have 
watched it in its entirety about 
half a dozen times.
If you are a fan of the show and 
expected this fi lm to be an extra 
long last episode, then I have 
some bad news for you.  Though 
this movie is obviously written 
by the same person, there are 
a few little modifi cations to the 
fl ow of the action that do not 
degrade the name of “Firefl y” in 
any way.
The plot is a little different from 
the series, and a little bit worry-
ing.  Most of the episodes were 
driven by the need for the crew 
to practice their smuggling pro-
fession and make a buck.  This 
movie’s main plot, however, runs 
an amazingly different path.   The 
quest for gold is replaced byt he 
quest for trust, and the quest to 
spead it to all who are forced to 
live in lies.  This is the more hon-
orable path, but is it not as fi tting 
for the characters, who are less 
pure by nature.
This puts a little strain on 
the personalities of some of the 
characters.  I was not pleased 
at the way that both Simon and 
Kaylee were portrayed as more 
violent than they were in the 
series — with Simon acting in 
rage against another member of 
the crew in the beginning, and 
Kaylee confi dently handling a 
fi rearm near the end. She was 
clearly unable to do this in Epi-
sode 10, “War 
Stories,” where 
the entire crew 
took up arms to 
save their cap-




about my pet 
peeves; let us 
discuss why Joss Whedon is a 
pure manifestation of God’s will. 
Every bit of humor you would 
expect from the series is far 
from absent in the lines of the 
movie.  Mal is his jovial, smart-
aleck self, joking about other 
people dying. Wash makes a 
crack or two about crashing the 
ship and killing everyone in a 
massive, fiery explosion.  Jayne 
is still a complete whiney block-
head — severely distraught that 
he is not allowed to bring his 
belt of grenades with him to do 
the bank heist.  Not all the jokes 
are about death, but some of 
the funnier ones are.
Luckily, for those who are not 
just short of romantically involved 
with the series, Whedon takes 
your feelings into account.  Many 
references are made to the Alli-
ance versus Independence war 
which is adequately explained in 
the beginning of the movie, and 
only the nine crew members of 
the ship are characters in both 
the series and the movie with the 
exception of a cameo of the mys-
terious men with hands of blue 
(Episode 9, Ariel).  Although the 
characters’ personalities are not 
as shaped for the new viewer, 
each character is identifi ed and 
briefl y described with his lines 
and the lines of 
others as they 
appear for the 
fi rst time.  
Some of the 
most memo-
rable experi-
ences of the 
movie happen 
during the raw 
action.  All of 
the “Firefl y” fans have been anx-
iously waiting for River to lay 
a crowd of people fl at with no 
worry. Also, the Operative, the 
government-hired antagonist, is 
quite the amazing fi ghter him-
self.  Unfortunately, I was not too 
pleased with these two individu-
als’ fi ghting.  
River seems to be a total mar-
tial arts ninja master, however, 
fl ipping people around and do-
ing more agile moves that are 
too fl uid to fi t in with the prec-
edent action.  The Operative is 
even more absurd, fi ghting with 
an oriental curved sword, also 
very lithely.  Their fi ghting made 
for amazing action scenes, but it 
was not in the same light as the 
series.
But the space fi ght scene was 
nothing short of the most beau-
tiful electromagnetic radiation 
to ever penetrate my pupils.  It 
was fast-paced with plenty of 
destruction. Countless battle 
cruisers from each side fi lled the 
thin space between the planet’s 
lower atmosphere and outer 
ionized cloud with death.  Ship 
fi re and torpedoes, mixed with 
the head-on ramming of giant 
vessels into each other, lit up 
the scene as master pilot Wash 
weaved Serenity between per-
suing ships and giant exploding 
pieces of scrap metal which used 
to be ships.   If anything from any 
movie out this year can be called 
breath-taking and fantastic, it is 
this scene.
This movie will defi nitely win 
some awards, and for very good 
reason. But what is next for the 
crew of this battle-worn fi refl y-
class ship?  As with all movies, 
rumors spread like wildfi re with 
all sorts of different views.  Some 
rumors say that Whedon’s true 
goal was to get the series back on 
its feet; however, the opposite is 
true.  In fact, he wishes to make 
more movies — possibly a trilogy 
— and this seems reasonable, 
seeing that what happened in the 
fi lm may have possibly ruined all 
chances of a second season.  Was 
this a wise idea?  Who knows?  All 
I know is that at some point in 
Whedon’s life, he woke up and 
realized that he did not have to 
write terrible television shows, 
but was destined to be some-
thing greater.  I have forgiven you 
for Buffy and Angel, Mr. Whedon, 
and now I fi nally have faith in 
you.  Good luck, and may I see 
your name again as the director 
of an upcoming science fi ction 
movie about the dramatic and 
comic struggles of the crew of Se-
renity.
The space fi ght 
scene was nothing 
short of the most 
beautiful electro-
magnetic radiation 
to ever penetrate 
my pupils.
Captain Mal and Jayne prepare to move into action.  Hmm, Captain 
Mal is a stud.
http://www.serenitymovie.com
ENTERTAINMENT 5Friday, October 7, 2005
The return of Franz Ferdinand
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Having been told The Great-
est Game Ever Played was long 
and rather slow (much like the 
game itself ), and that someone 
else was reviewing Serenity, my 
next choice was Into the Blue.  It 
is a remake of The Deep (1977) 
which was based off of a book of 
the same name, written by Peter 
Benchley. Benchley also wrote 
the book on 
which the pop-





and I can’t see 
why they felt 
the need to re-
make it unless 
they had done 
it as a silent 





third of the 
way through 
the movie, it fi nally manages to 
show some substance beyond 
Jessica Alba’s chest.  The story 
is about young lovers and their 
friends who happen across an 
old shipwreck which may have 
treasure.  It also happens to be 
right next to a crashed plane 
full of millions in cocaine.  Wow, 
what a coincidence.  The confl ict 
for the group comes not only 
from having to decide to go after 
the cocaine or the treasure to get 
rich, but also from the drug lord 
who wants his cocaine back.
The main purpose of the mov-
ie though is to showcase Jessica 
Alba’s buttocks.  I thought this 
was the case when I fi rst saw 
the previews, and you’ll be con-
vinced of it if you dare go to see 
it.  Jessica Alba and her co-star 
Paul Walker show enough skin to 
satisfy both sexes.
However, there is much more 
to see as the scenery of the fi lm 
and underwater shots are visu-
ally stimulating.  Shots of sting-
rays, tropical fi sh, and hungry 
sharks are com-
mon, but the 
movie would 
be better suited 
for the Travel 
Channel in-
stead of the big 
screen.  Though 
if you see the 
movie just for 
Alba you prob-






as she takes it 
off for that one.
The end is 
rather ordinary and surprisingly 
similar to Jaws.  I would spoil it 
for you, but the movie does the 
job for me.  I will, however, give 
you two guesses as to if they ever 
fi nd the treasure in the end, but 
you’ll only need one.  
So in conclusion, what you 
need to do is see the original, 
The Deep, for two reasons.  Re-
makes are nearly always worse. 
Plus, the Alba-equivalent in 
that movie, Jacqueline Bisset, 
is just as attractive and wears a 






Honestly, I never found Franz 
Ferdinand’s highly acclaimed 
self-titled debut to be very 
catchy. When it was released in 
2004, fans were excited about 
how appealing and straightfor-
ward it was, but I just didn’t see it 
that way. Sure, I listened to “Take 
me Out” a number of times, and 
I occasionally enjoyed a few of 
the other tracks, but most of the 
album just didn’t stick. 
Somehow, though, a few of 
the songs continually managed 
to leak into my conscious. The 
dance fl oor antics of “Auf As-
che”, the dark wit of “The Dark of 
the Matinee”, or the fast pace of 
“Jaqueline”. Slowly, very slowly, 
the whole album started to grow 
on me. And nearly a year and a 
half after it’s release, I can truly 
say that I like every song on 
Franz Ferdinand. Not exactly in-
stantly attractive work to me, but 
all’s well that ends well. That’s 
kind of the beauty of Franz Fer-
dinand, though. They have the 
ability to write singles to pull 
your attention, but still have an 
album that is worth revisiting to 
back those singles up. 
That kind of makes it diffi cult 
to write a review, though. If I 
don’t fully appreciate an album 
until over a year after its release, 
that’s more 
than likely not 
going to show 
up anywhere 
(not in that 
6.5 rating I’m 
giving this al-
bum). I’m stuck 
in basically 
the same place 
with Franz 
F e r d i n a n d ’s 
new album You 
Could Have it 
So Much Bet-
ter. Most of the 
album doesn’t 
sound bad 
the fi rst time 
around, but 
doesn’t really 
sound all that 
good either. 
I’ll start out with the good news 
fi rst. You Could Have it So Much 
Better isn’t a complete copy of 
their self-titled album. A few of 
the songs, most notably “Fade 
Together” and “Eleanor Put Your 
Boots On”, don’t sound anything 
like Franz’s fi rst album. Neither 
of the above mentioned songs 
are exactly original either. “Elea-
nor Put Your Boots On” is a really 
good song, but 
makes no at-
tempt to mask 
its Beatles in-
fl uence, all 




me, if you hear 





egory, only the 
s i m i l a r i t i e s 
aren’t quite as 
severe. 
The rest of 
the album, 
even though it 
does venture from the past for-
mula some, is pretty much just 
Franz Ferdinand having a damn 
good time with their songs. I 
mean, the opening lyrics of the 
album are “Some say you’re a 
troubled boy just because you 
like to destroy all the things that 
bring the idiots joy. Well, what’s 
wrong with a little destruction?” 
The beginning of “This Boy” is so 
ridiculous that I had to do a tri-
ple take to fi nally get it in com-
pletely. Featuring the fast pace of 
“Cheating on You”, it packs three 
verses, three refrains, and a 
bridge in a total of 2 minutes  and 
20 seconds. Closing track “Out-
siders” is probably the strangest 
move from the band. Bringing 
in some Floyd-esque spaceship 
synth and a truly funky bassline 
has made the song an early fa-
vorite of mine from You Could 
Have it so Much Better.
The song that best showcases 
the band’s growing confi dence 
in their ability to release what-
ever the hell they want is lead 
single “Do you want to?” Remi-
niscent of “Take Me Out”, the 
song isn’t slightly ambitious. 
Featuring the same stomping 
drums and harmonies, it even 
ends in the overused (so much 
so that it’s getting funny) Franz 
Ferdinand synchronized “Yeah!” 
Alex Kapranos adds the humor-
ous lyrics: “When I woke tonight 
I said I’m gonna make somebody 
love me. And now I know that it’s 
you. You’re so lucky!” So cocky, 
and so very much like Franz Fer-
dinand to give us a veritable re-
release of “Take Me Out” and still 
make it good. 
 I’m still unable to get a grip on 
most of the album though. Most 
of it just seems to run together. 
There’s a whole string of songs 
in the middle that I couldn’t dif-
ferentiate between just by hear-
ing them. The bouncy “Evil and 
a Heathen” blends right into the 
also bouncy “You’re the Reason 
I’m Leaving“. Both “Well That 
Was Easy” and “I’m Your Villian” 
change tempos in a similiar fash-
ion. There’s alsmost too much 
hook to take. Only until the near 
punk of “You Could Have it So 
Much Better” does the relentless 
assault of sameness end. 
I’m still holding out hope for 
this album, though. It’s by no 
means bad, just not immedi-
ate to me personally. There’s 
still plenty of classic Franz Fer-
dinand wit to hear, and there is 
some musical progress from the 
band’s previous effort. At least its 
having a similar affect on me as 
their fi rst release, which means 
that if you were a fan, you prob-
ably still will be.
I’m 99% sure Serenity was









The main purpose 
of the movie is to 
showcase Jessica 
Alba’s buttocks. 
I thought this 
was the case, 
and you’ll be 
convinced of it if 




In a news conference this 
week, President Bush proposed 
a terrifying idea. In response to 
the bureaucratic bungling during 
Hurricane Katrina and threats of 
a pandemic of avian fl u in the 
United States, he suggested that 
Congress consider passing a bill 
that would allow the President to 
use the military in law enforce-
ment roles in times of national 
crisis. Such an act would effec-
tively repeal the Posse Comita-
tus Act of 1878, which expressly 
forbids the President “to employ 
any part of the Army of the Unit-
ed States, as a posse comitatus, 
or otherwise, for the purpose of 
executing the laws.”
This act was passed as a re-
sult of reconstruction following 
the Civil War. The South had just 
emerged from a long military 
occupation under the supervi-
sion of Presidents Johnson and 
Grant, in which the Union Army 
was the police. Not wanting a re-
peat performance of martial law, 
Congress banned the use of the 
armed forces as a posse comita-
tus, which is Latin for “the force 
of the country,” and taken from 
the old right of sheriffs to round 
up a band of civilians to enforce 
the law.
Though passed over 100 years 
after the founding of our coun-
try, the Posse Comitatus Act was 
a natural extension of the colo-
nists’ objections to the militaris-
tic rule of King George set down 
in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the ideals of limited 
power and the separate role of 
the military laid out in the Con-
stitution. 
Now, in a quest to unnecessar-
ily expand executive power, Bush 
has turned his legislation-hungry 
eyes towards the Posse Comita-
tus Act. Flaunting the nation’s 
response to Hurricane Katrina, 
the administration claims that 
the military is the only answer in 
times of extreme crisis. Instead 
of inspecting and reforming the 
existing network of federal and 
state relief agencies and stream-
lining the current infrastructure 
(quite possibly while saving the 
taxpayers some money), Bush’s 
thinkers have found the wrong 
solution to the problem. 
The armed forces are not nec-
essary in disaster response. They 
are not trained to police Ameri-
can citizens, and they are not 
needed to do so. If the response 
to a catastrophe was not satis-
factory, the system at fault is to 
blame, and should be corrected. 
The road to reform may be long 
and diffi cult, but it cannot be cir-
cumvented without severe con-
sequences.
Repealing the Posse Comita-
tus Act would open the door for 
future abuses of military force 
by the executive branch. Many 
people may claim that the Presi-
dent would never dare to use the 
military for martial law or other 
tyrannical purposes, but the fear 
of such power was one of the pri-
mary concerns of the founding 
fathers, and should continue to 
alarm all present day democra-
cies. 
Those who have seen the 1998 
movie “The Siege” starring Den-
zel Washington and Bruce Willis 
know why the military cannot be 
used as a police force. In this ee-
rily foresighted pre-9/11 fi lm, the 
President declares martial law in 
New York City in response to re-
peated acts of terrorism and the 
FBI’s subsequent inability to deal 
with the problem. The army then 
moves in, cordons off the city, 
and proceeds to take every per-
son who fi ts the profi le of the ter-
rorists they are looking for: young 
males of Arabic descent. 
The prisoners are herded into 
holding pens in the local foot-
ball stadium and are tortured for 
leads on who is planning future 
attacks. In the end, the general 
in command of the operation 
is arrested by the FBI with the 
help of army offi cers who could 
no longer bear to treat Ameri-
can citizens in such a manner. 
Martial law is a dangerous tool 
that can dissolve the most basic 
American rights of due process 
and probable cause in a heart-
beat.
Bush’s proposal to revise the 
Posse Comitatus Act is an ill-
fated decision. The law was en-
acted to protect Americans from 
an instrument that ultimately 
answers to only one man, the 
President. The armed forces 
have always been meant to fi ght 
enemies, not police Americans; 
nor should they ever be needed 
in that capacity. If enacted, the 
possibility of having to regulate 
Americans would hinder enlist-
ments in the armed forces and 
pose a looming threat to our 
most basic civil rights. This stunt 
is an attempt to divert public at-
tention from the real problem 
and its diffi cult solution: the re-
form of the civilian disaster re-
sponse infrastructure.
Posse comitatus: beyond the Latin
OPINIONS6 The Rose Thorn
Jon Ogilvie
Staff Writer
The Republican Party was once 
all for states’ rights.  This meant 
that when it came to issues which 
would have more impact on local 
communities and states than on 
the nation as a whole, the states 
would have the right to decide 
what was best for them at the 
discretion of the communities’ 
local representatives.  The Bush 
administration is betraying all of 
its Republican followers by going 
headlong against this founding 
Party principle.  
What happened to this prac-
tice?  The proposed Marriage Pro-
tection Act is an example of the 
theocratically-motivated Bush 
Administration’s utter disregard 
for states’ rights.  It was proposed 
in response to Massachusetts’ 
legalization of gay marriage.  In 
their ruling, the Massachusetts 
State Supreme Court stated that 
government attorneys “failed 
to identify any constitutionally 
adequate reason” to deny gay 
couples the right to marry.  Thus, 
the MPA was written specifi cally 
to override the decisions of the 
state Supreme Court.  So much 
for states’ rights.
 More and more power is be-
ing drawn from the states to the 
federal level, and the govern-
ment is getting larger and larger, 
spending more and more, and 
getting us all deeper and deeper 
into debt.  The current national 
debt stands at somewhere near 
eight trillion dollars, or roughly 
twenty-six thousand dollars per 
American.  And that’s before 
factoring in all the money to be 
spent on Katrina… promised to 
be spent without raising taxes, 
and with yet more corporate 
benefi ts:  the Davis-Bacon act, 
which requires government con-
tractors to pay prevailing wages, 
has been repealed temporarily 
for any contractors hired in re-
building New Orleans.  This just 
means that workers will have 
less to support themselves on, 
and less to help them rebuild 
their own lives.  
With the nomination of Har-
riet Miers, a decade-long Bush 
loyalist, it seems clear that 
George W. Bush is attempting to 
set the nation on the road to an 
Executive branch-led dictator-
ship that is neither conservative 
nor liberal.  President Bush has 
already siphoned power out of 
our representatives’ hands with 
such questionable pieces of leg-
islation as the USA Patriot Act, 
which he hopes to renew yet 
again, granting the government 
the power to spy on its people, 
and by gross misuse of the War 
Powers Act, which gives the 
President absolute control of the 
military in any confl ict situation 
for sixty days without congres-
sional approval.  If we continue 
to expand presidential power, 
we risk allowing a corrupt leader 
to abuse it in the same way the 
democratically elected Adolph 
Hitler seized power in Germany 
in 1933.
There is no reason not to sus-
pect that Chief Justice Roberts 
will be yet another lackey of the 
religious right, having already 
written a public brief saying 
that “…We continue to believe 
that [the landmark women’s 
rights case Roe v. Wade] was 
wrongly decided and should 
be overruled.”  This, combined 
with Miers’ pro-Bush (not con-
servative, and not Republican) 
viewpoints and personal loyal-
ties—she was, after all, his per-
sonal lawyer for years—leaves 
little hope for states’ rights in 
such cases as the Marriage Pro-
tection Act, and little hope for 
individual rights in a plethora 
of upcoming government vs. 
privacy cases.  
We, as a nation, have be-
come polarized, and people 
on both sides have lost sight of 
their original intentions.  The 
federal government is becom-
ing extremely large; larger per-
haps than our founding fathers 
intended it.  This is especially 
contrary to Republican prin-
ciples, and now, with the cul-
mination of events that has led 
to the man-made disaster in 
New Orleans, it’s time that we 
say “no more” to the lies of this 
corrupt and corporate-led ad-
ministration.  Republicans and 
Democrats alike need to unite 
to get back in control of our 
own government.  Perhaps we 
all need a slap in the face, like 
the overturning of Roe v. Wade 
by this new Bush-run Supreme 
Court, to make us do a double-
take and realize that something 
is going terribly, terribly wrong. 














Today, we have a chance to 
give Rose-Hulman a new direc-
tion. Rose is currently in the 
middle of a search for new lead-
ership that will guide us all for 
many years. After the failure of 
Midgley, we need to consider a 
candidate who is truly outside 
the box. 
The candidate that I am pro-
posing has impeccable creden-
tials: head of an international 
group devoted to helping pre-
serve the environment, founder 
of a major Russian political par-
ty, and former General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics. That is right; I am talking 
about none other than Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 
Many of you probably scoff 
at the idea of having a former 
Soviet ruler as the head of our 
institution, but Gorby’s liberal 
views would fit in quite well 
here. His democratization of 
the USSR brought about re-
laxed censorship and an open-
ness to the political process. 
He brought about a decrease 
in tension with Western pow-
ers and gave some autonomy 
to the Eastern Bloc Nations 
resulting in real change to the 
European political environ-
ment.
Time Magazine even com-
pared him to “an angel.” So, if 
you want real change to occur 
at Rose, you’ll ask the Presiden-
tial Search Committee to invite 
Gorbachev to Rose.
Letter to the Editor
Guy Builta
Class of 2007
Physics and Computer 
Science Major
That’s the objective for the 
Fightin’ Engineers for the rest of 
the season. If we can, and Trin-
ity takes a key loss, we would 
sit atop the SCAC and advance 
to the NCAA playoffs. We would 
be 5-1; have beaten Center who 
predictably would be 5-1 with a 
loss to us, Trinity would be 4-1, 
and while they beat us, a 5-1 is 
better than 4-1. So it’s simple, 
to advance to the next level, we 
have to run the table in the SCAC. 
To do so, were going to have to 
get over humps offensively and 
continue to be strong defensive-
ly. In last week’s Homecoming 
tragedy, we were stagnant offen-
sively while the defense kept the 
game close. When we’ve won, 
our offense has averaged 45 
points. However, when we lose, 
we’ve been held to nothing or a 
single touchdown. Defensively, 
we’ve gotten stronger with each 
advancing week.
I haven’t done it enough, so I 
need to make sure that the oth-
er 11 guys on the fi eld know that 
they carry us through when we 
struggle. Last week, the offense 
watched something amazing. 
Our defense, on its heels, found 
a way to stop the proposed 
conference champs within the 
fi ve yard line and only allowed 
a fi eld goal. Defensive play is a 
tribute to Coach Martin Mathis, 
our Defensive Coordinator, and 
everybody that wears a red 
jersey during a hard week of 
practice. This wasn’t the only 
instance when the defense an-
swered the call. Brett Bueltel, 
cornerback, intercepted a Tiger 
pass with about 9 minutes to go 
in the 4th quarter to give the of-
fense another chance to make 
up points and try at winning 
the game. 
I have to praise the guys in the 
trenches because, like the offen-
sive line, they take part in every 
play whether action comes their 
way or not. Josh Clark, our senior 
defensive end, had a great day 
with 7 tackles and a half sack. 
Drew Sandahl, rush end, gave 
the Tiger quarterback trouble 
all day and picked up 4 tackles 
with one for a loss. Adam Helm-
erich spelled both ends and had 
a great day containing the runs 
with 2 tackles. Inside, Marques 
Stewart, Zach Humbert, Jonas 
Troyer, and Matt Gerths took 
time at tackle and are largely re-
sponsible for the goalline stand. 
Backing them up, the line-
backers of the day include Paul 
Spreen and Tim Wilson on the 
inside. Spreen, a freshman, 
stated that the other guys “led 
the [ball] to me” as he racked up 
17 tackles; the most in a game 
since 1991. Wilson, a steady 
presence in the middle, still 
leads the team in tackles and 
last week added 8 to his total. 
Austin Hastings, Casey Boley, 
and Mark Woodard spelled both 
middle backers; with Hastings 
having a hurry on the quarter-
back, Boley with 3 tackles, and 
Woodard with a solo tackle. On 
the outside, Steve Hawkins and 
Nick Klaserner displayed their 
athleticism as Hawkins had 2 
pass breakups on big plays and 
Klaserner had 6 tackles.
And fi nally, the players that 
fi nd themselves on islands 
(one-on-one) more than any-
one else, the secondary. Leading 
the defensive backfi eld, Mike 
Alto had 9 tackles, 8 solos, and 
one for a loss. Bryce Beckstrom 
had 5 tackles and broke up a 
touchdown pass. Bueltel, of 
course, had an interception and 
2 tackles. I have to say that these 
guys are the cornerstone of the 
defense. When they have a great 
day, opposing offenses and 
coaches lose hair and nerves as 
they can’t run against our defen-
sive line and backers and they 
can’t go to the sky. 
As a whole, when the defen-
sive side of the ball clicks, it’s 
frustrating to play us. As I stated 
before, we have to run the table 
to have a shot at a post season. 
But more importantly, we have 
to win 3 of the next 5 for Coach 
Karras. He’s our captain and he 
leads us fearlessly into battle 
every week, hungry for victory. 
Like I said last week, he’s our 
inspiration and with him at 
the helm, anything is possible. 
This week, we’re traveling down 
to Memphis, TN to pick up a 
homecoming win away. It’s time 
to show Tennessee what Indiana 
football is all about.








The men’s cross country team 
fi nished third of 10 squads at the 
Otterbein College Invitational 
on Saturday, despite competing 
without one of the team’s top 
runners.
Sophomore Matt Repking (Ef-
fi ngham, Ill./Teutopolis) fi nished 
fi fth in a fi eld of 121 runners with 
a time of 27:43 to lead the Engi-
neers.
Junior Michael Brandell (Has-
lett, Mich.) came home second 
among Engineers and 17th over-
all with a time of 28:39.  Fresh-
man John Sullivan (Falls Church, 
Va./George Mason) added a 21st 
place in 29:10.
Rose-Hulman, which compet-
ed without Charles Williams due 
to the fl u, next competes at the 
Millikin Invitational on Oct. 14.
TEAM RESULTS: 1) Berea 71; 
2) Manchester 77; 3) Rose-Hul-
man 100; 4) Anderson 110; 5) 
Earlham 119; 6) Franklin 142; 7) 
Wittenberg 169; 8) Bluffton 196; 
9) Oakland City 224; 10) Vin-
cennes 227
Men’s Cross Country fi n-
ishes 3rd of 10 teams at 
Earlham



























































































































Must be 18 to enter. Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Midnight & Sun Noon-10pm.
Rose Hulman News
The women’s soccer team tri-
umphed over cross-town rival St. 
Mary of the Woods in a 4-1 win 
on Wednesday night.
The Engineers got to an early 
lead with an unassisted goal by 
sophomore Sarah Graber (Cy-
press, Tex. /Cy-Fair), who re-
bounded a shot off the post.  Rose 
would never give up their lead af-
ter that.
Sophomore Julie Roebel (Cin-
cinnati, Ohio/Seton) scored her 
second hat trick of her career, 
and once again tied the school 
record for goals in a game.  Her 
fi rst goal was scored on a penalty 
kick from a yellow card in the box. 
The second on a corner kick from 
sophomore Jennifer Gordon (Zi-
onsville), bringing the score to 3-
0 at halftime.  The third goal was 
also assisted by Gordon, giving 
her four assists on the year.
Roebel moved into second 
place on Rose-Hulman’s career 
goals list with 19, with the hat 
trick against the Pomeroys.
The Engineers outshot the 
Pomeroys 22-3 taking 11 shots in 
each half.  Erin Phelps of St Mary-
of-the-Woods had 12 saves on 
the night.  The Pomeroys would 
come back and score a goal be-
fore the end of the night.  Sarah 
Guinn scored on a steal deep in 
Engineer territory with 12 min-
utes left in the game.  Junior Kate 
Currie (Knoxville, Tenn./Webb) 
had two saves on three shots.
Engineers claim victory over 
St. Mary of the Woods
Jennifer Gordon had a pair of 
assists on the night.
Rose Hulman News
Julie Roebel scores her fi rst goal of the night on a penalty kick.
Rose Hulman News
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“See, you’re trying to relate this 
to the real world. That’s your 
fi rst problem.”
-- Prof. Christ, on economics
“Who picked this example? 
...me. I hate myself.”
-- Prof. McMurdy, fi lled with 
self-loathing
“They are in close, intimate 
thermal contact.”
-- Prof. Kirkpatrick, talking 
about hot stuff
“‘Yes’ isn’t a bad answer; it’s just 
that ‘no’ is a better answer.”
-- Prof. McMurdy, 
encouraging his students
“Have I told you about my 
experiments on my kids?”
-- Prof. Stamper, violating 
fundamental ethical 
principles
“Do you want me to kick you in 
the knee cap?”
-- Prof. Graves, threatening 
students with personal injury
“If you have a course with 
‘computer,’ ‘lab,’ or ‘design’ 
in it, it’s gonna suck.”
-- Prof. Stienstra, on 
registering for winter quarter
“Here I am, on a job interview, 
and I can’t even fi nd my way 
out of a Big Boy…”
-- Prof. Ferro, who is awesome
“Me go smashy-smashy.”
-- Prof. Casey, on technology
“I just ate a women’s nutrition 
bar, so I am feeling a little 
vulnerable right now.”
-- Prof. Stienstra, having issues
“I don’t know what it is about 
Shredded Wheat; you might 
as well eat the box instead of 
the cereal.”
-- Prof. Morris, who evidently 
prefers Shredded Lard
“If you have as many equations 
as unknowns, there is hope 
in the world. I think Martin 
Luther King said that.”
-- Prof. Martensen, being 
historically accurate
This Day in History
In 1913, Henry Ford’s 
Highland Park automobile 
factory uses a continuously 
moving assembly line for the 
fi rst time to assemble Model 
T’s.  His raging anti-Semitism 
is less admirable.
In Addition
Badgers I can understand.  
Mushrooms make sense.
But a snake?  It just seems 
incongruous to me.  Even now, 
the inconsistency of theme 
bothers me.
That’s cutting it kind of close.
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
They even got you to understand this stuff
Like Gandhi, they have more patience than is probably healthy for 
them
Because the thought of you being more successful in your 
class and a modest paycheck is not enough to satiate their 
unquenchable greed
They know exactly how massive your mom has to be to induce an 
x-component of weight on another object
Somehow they always end up working in basements
Using their combined powers, they are capable of casting Hertz 
back into the fi ery chasm from whence he came
They know 50 ways to kill a man using nothing but a protractor 
and basic trigonometry
They actually know the secrets of viable antimatter energy 
production, but are holding it in trust until humanity is mature 
enough to use it responsibly
Because they’ll laugh at you if you call the Homework Hotline
One day when they are rich and famous, one of them may 
remember you as “the guy who appreciated me that one time”
Philip Becker
Staff Writer
Just when I thought the world 
had changed and people would 
assume their role in the advice 
column, I was terribly wrong!  All 
I wanted to do was make a place 
where all members of the Rose 
community can benefi t from ad-
vice!  Doesn’t someone share this 
vision of a wiser tomorrow?
Anyway, here’s the situation.  It 
irks me when people don’t wash 
their hands in the bathroom.  You 
begin to question why you wash 
your hands.  I mean, you have to 
put your freshly cleansed hand on 
a doorknob that has been touched 
by an unwashed hand.  And what 
else was that person going to 
touch?  They could be rubbing 
their hands all over the walls!
So I fi gured I’d take action for 
the good of doorknob users ev-
erywhere.  The next time I was 
in the bathroom and someone 
passed up the sinks, I took note. 
Then, when I stepped out of the 
rest room with my clean hands, 
I pointed and announced, “That 
guy didn’t wash his hands!”
He took off running, so I chased 
him.  As he passed by my dorm 
room, he rubbed his hands all 
over the doorknob!   I yelled out 
“NOOOOO!” and dropped to my 
knees in agony.  
Anyway, I had a paper due the 
next day, so I hammered it out and 
hit print.  The ones and zeros fi red 
down my Ethernet cable, through 
Tibia, and into the lobby printer. 
All this happened much faster 
than it took me to walk down.  But 
when I got there, I saw the Lobby 
Troll standing by the printer.  He 
looked at me and smiled as he 
shredded the pages.  It was the 
guy who didn’t wash his hands.
How could I have been so blind  
I couldn’t believe it was the Lobby 
Troll that I had embarrassed!  He 
knew that everyone sees him ev-
ery time they go through the lobby, 
and now instead of thinking, “Hey, 
does he ever have class?” he knew 
they were all thinking, “Now, even 
if he leaves, I still won’t be able to 
use the remote.”
So I attempted to print my pa-
per in another dorm lobby.  I got 
there and apparently somebody 
needed to print out Wikipedia. 
The whole thing.  In size 30 font.  I 
still can’t fi gure out what class that 
was for.
I fi gured my only hope was to 
defeat the wicked Lobby Troll.  I 
returned to my laptop and hit 
print again, for what would be 
the last time.  I went to the printer 
and there he was: the Lobby Troll. 
As the last page fell, he picked 
the papers up.  I threw out one of 
my regularly washed fi ngers and 
pointed at the television and said, 
“Who’s that changing the chan-
nel?”  As the Lobby Troll turned in 
horror I snatched my paper and 
made my daring escape.
But I do have a question which 
begs being answered.  I would love 
anyone who can give me some ad-
vice:  What’s the best way to jim-
my open a door without touching 
the doorknob?  I haven’t been in 
my room for three days since the 
Lobby Troll infected it.
Send advice to “Help for John!” 
at fl ipside@rose-hulman.edu
The Useful Advice of John Dullard Wacky Prof Quotes





1 E = mc2, pendulums
4 Highly “revolutionary” major
5 Chauncey _____
9 The “egotistical” engineers
10 ’Bashin’ in the _____
12 If AB   A were engineers
14 He surveys mud
15  The few, the proud, the beanie-adoring
17 “Ripped” pressure unit
20 Dilbert’s coworkers and fans
Down
1 Makes Rose look good, aside from everyone on campus
2 Rosie, Football, Bonfi re, etc.
3 High school subject absent at Rose
6 The “short of ‘see’ing the sun” major
7 Do this in the Quad, 11 AM to noon today
8 The mama’s boys’ major
11 The major in minor demand
13 Every quarter hour outside, every 50 and 5 minutes inside
15 A genus of macaw which hopefully is not served here
16 A ninja says “...” to a pirate, who responds “____”
18 A major not to be taken “lightly”
19 Ever-updating new feed
Alex Clerc
News Editor
I feel like I don’t have enough 
enemies or people who hate me, 
so I’m going to write something 
political.
Everyone has at least one friend 
who has something bad to say 
about the leader of our country. 
There are even people who have 
very strong opinions about how 
terrible George W. Bush is at being 
president (see Opinions page). 
Chances are that you’ve even bad-
mouthed our commander-in-
chief before.  I must admit that in 
the past, I have too.
But as it turns out, George W. 
Bush is awesome compared to 
most foreign leaders.  For ex-
ample, let us briefl y compare our 
head of state with North Korea’s 
dictator, Kim Jong Il:
George W. Bush enjoys going to 
church, riding bikes, and spend-
ing time in Crawford, Texas.  Kim 
Jong Il is said to enjoy expensive 
cognacs, exotic cars, losing his 
temper, and spending time at 
his personal harem of strippers. 
Bush calls North Korea a mem-
ber of the Axis of Evil.  Kim Jong 
Il calls America a member of the 
Axis of Countries I Want to Blow 
Up.  Bush got the No Child Left 
Behind Act through Congress. 
Kim Jong Il spearheaded the 
No Child Gets to Eat Act in his 
country.  Bush declared war on 
Iraq and removed Saddam Hus-
sein from power.  Kim Jong Il ap-
peared with Hussein in Publish-
ers Clearing House’s Who’s Who 
in Maniacal Dictators Who Want 
the Bomb.  George W. Bush is a 
stately 180 cm tall.  Kim Jong Il is 
160 cm tall and must wear plat-
form shoes to appear taller than 
pre-pubescent teenage girls.
You may think Bush is too con-
servative, too religious, or not in-
telligent enough to be president, 
but I think it’s time to cut the 
man some slack – his heart is in 
the right place.  Things could be 
much, much worse.
B
Bush Is Totally Awesome
